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For the sake of brevity and seeking to stay within the storyline of John, I would like us 
to consider three statements found in the 19th chapter of John’s Gospel.  Good Friday is 
good in so far that the only begotten Son of God voluntarily submitted to the will of 
God and offered His life as a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28). 
 
 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know who God is and what He has done. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Him who is beautiful in His 

sacrifice. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel with humility and gratitude His 

sacrifice and our fellowship. 
 
How will they best hear? 

1. The shock of this day is difficult to comprehend as we adjust to its familiarity. 
2. It is like the assassination of president John F. Kennedy on November 22, 

1963, the tumbling of the twin towers on September 11, 2001, or the exploding 
of the space shuttle challenger on January 28, 1986.  The full impact of these 
moments choke us until we are suffocating under the weight of their 
wretched horror. 

 
There are three images inside of this one event that must be considered in order that we 
might feel their weight and reel from its wretched horror. 
 
I. The sovereign King submitted (vv. 11-22) 

 
The word “king” is used thirteen times in John’s Gospel (1:49; 6:15; 12:13, 15; 18:33, 37, 
39; 19:3, 12, 14, 15, 19, 21).  Of those occurrences, nine are in this section.  The emphasis 
on His kingship is intentional and unavoidable.  In 19:11 Jesus makes it clear to Pilate 
that whatever authority he exercised came to him from His father.  Pilate was under 
another one’s control. 
 

“To speak of Jesus as ‘king of the Jews’ is to use a Jewish category. That far Pilate is right 
to redirect the issue. The term is dangerously ambiguous, politically explosive. There 
was something odd about its use in relation to Jesus from the beginning. It belongs in 
the realm of revolt: alternative government, liberation.” 
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MkChristtheKing.htm 

 
“In some ways, John 8:33-37 is a strange reading for Christ the King Sunday. It is a small 
part of Jesus' trial before Pilate (18:28-19:16a). As a rule, kings usually do not stand trial. 
They rule until their deaths. They are in charge of everything that happens in their 
kingdom. There are times when a king may die an early death -- when another king with 
a more powerful army conquers the king or when the king's subjects rebel. When such 
things happen, the defeated king is seldom given a trial. He is just killed.” 
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“We should also remember, as Malina and Rohrbaugh (Social-Science Commentary on the 
Gospel of John) point out: 
 

To speak here of a "trial" of Jesus, so common in Western scholarly literature, is out of place. 
Rigidly hierarchical societies such as those under Roman imperial rule in the ancient 
Mediterranean world do not allow for trials of social inferiors; instead they have accusations 
and punishments. [p. 256]” 

 
Jesus is identified as a King in order that He might be put to death.  Yet this same Jesus 
is the prophet, the priest, and the king. 
 
II. The living water thirsted (vv. 28, 29) 

 
“Our text is the shortest of all the words of Calvary; it stands as two words in our 
language—‘I thirst,’ but in the Greek it is only one.” http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/1409.htm 
 

A. A sign of His true humanity 
 
As a man, He thirsted. 
 

B. A token of His suffering substitution 
 
He tasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9).  He drank from the cup handed to Him by 
His Father (Luke 22:39-46) and in so doing He took upon Himself the sins of His people 
(2 Cor. 5:21).  He thirsted in order that His people might never thirst again.  He died in 
order that death’s sting might forever be removed. 
 
The one who is identified as the living water would spend His life in order that others 
might freely drink (John 4:10, 11, 14; 6:35; 7:38). 
 
III. The eternal life died (v. 30) 

 
Jesus said, “It is finished.”  In that moment life died.  Yet what does this mean?  Two 
thoughts are necessary.   
 

A. First, it speaks of submission. 
 
Jesus voluntarily and volitionally gave up His life to the Father as a substitutionary 
sacrifice to atone for the sins of His people and in so doing restore a severed fellowship 
between God and man. 
 

B. Second, it speaks of completion.   
 

Nothing more was to be done and nothing could be taken away. 
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ILLUSTRATION: 
There have been many a wintry morning when snow fell during the night where my 
family and I would find ourselves shoveling our driveway.  After a long and toilsome 
labor I would make one last effort and with exhaustion and joy say, “It is finished.”  If 
the truth were told, I did not desire to shovel, but such a task was mine.  The saddest 
part of this particular story is this event was repeated with sickening regularity. 
 
The death Christ died was a “once-for-all” event never to be repeated, ever again. 
 
The idea behind “It is finished” is like . . .  

� Leonardo Da Vinci looking at the last stroke of his Mona Lisa and saying, “It is 
finished.” 

� Michelangelo striking the stone block containing his immortal David with a 
finishing blow stepping back or laying down for the last time his brush as he 
completes the Sistine Chapel Ceiling and saying, “It is finished.” 

 
In each of these acts accomplishment, completion has been reached.  Yet in the work of 
God we must ask ourselves the question, “What is finished”? 
 

� The broken fellowship begun in Genesis 3 has been fully and finally restored 
forever. 

� The sin debt against the slave has been fully and finally paid in full. 
� The enmity between a parent and child has been fully and finally reconciled. 
� The guilt of the guilty before the bar of God has been fully and finally justified. 
� The blinding blasting wrath of an angry God has been fully and finally 

propitiated (placated). 
 
This is what is meant when the only begotten Son of God said, “It is finished.”  All that 
the Tri-unity of God determined before the foundations of the worlds were poured has 
come to its completion in the cross work of Jesus Christ. 
 
APPLICATION: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
We sit on the backside of the cross, yet there is a weight that we should feel as all hope 
is lost and all expectations are crushed.  Today let us drink deeply from this cup in 
order that we might taste and see how good God is. 
 


